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And  now,  friends,  speaking  of  operations  — 

But  please  don't  run  away,  for  I'm  not  going  to  entertain  you  with 
details  of  my  operation,  or  any  of  my  fri ends 1   operations.     I'm  going  to 
read  today's  report  from  the  Pederal  Pood  and  Drug  Administration,  which 
tells  about  an  eight-year-old  hoy  in  Ohio  who  has  had  seventy  operations 
during  the  last  five  years,     jive  years  ago  his  throat  was  seared  hy  lye. 

Quoting  directly:     "The  trips  into  unconsciousness  are  not  over  for 
the  plucky  youngster,  for  at  least  three  times  a  year  he  must  visit  a  Colum- 
bus hospital  while  specialists  work  to  repair  the  injuries  caused  "by  the  lye. 
Each  time  a  long  tube  will  be  pushed  down  the  child's  throat  through  the 
esophagus  or  gullet,     This  tube  will  be  used  to  remove  scar  tissue  growths 
which  slowly  close  up  the  passage  between  the  boy's  throat  and  his  stomach. 

"The  treatments,  according  to  the  physician,  may  continue  for  many 
years.  At  least  they  must  be  applied  periodically,  until  the  scar  tissue 
formed  by  the  lye  quits  growing. 

"Quite  recently,"  continues  our  Washington  reporter,   "I  wrote  you 
about  another  child,  here  in  Washington,  who  is  now  slower  recovering  from 
swallowing  lye.     And  I  also  mentioned  the  Chicago  youngster  who  swallowed 
lye  about  fourteen  months  ago,  when  he  found  a  toy  pail  in  which  someone 
had  mixed  a  solution  of  lye. 

"These  stories  brought  wide  attention  to  the  Pederal  Caustic  Poison 
Act,  and  what  it  can  do  to  protect  children,  with  the  cooperation  of  the 
public.     The  purpose  of  the  Caustic  Poison  Act,   enforced  by  the  Pocd  and 
Drug  Administration,  is  to  safeguard  the  household  against  accidental  injury 
from  ammonia,  lye,   carbolic  acid,  and  other  dangerous  substances  commonly 
used  in  the  home.     The  Caustic  Poison  Act  requires  that  these  products,  and 
certain  other  caustic  or  corrosive  substances,  be  labeled,   in  capital  letters, 
with  the  word  'POISON'.     I  have  great  respect  for  that  word  'POISON',"  says 
our  correspondent.     "In  fact,   I  treat  products  so  labeled  with  as  much  respect 
&s  I  would  a  loaded  gun,  and  never,  under  any  circumstance,  do  I  leave  them 
within  the  reach  of  children.  " 
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Continuing. pith  her  report:     "But  speaking  of  operations,  and  refer- 
ring again  to  the  Ohio  youngster  and  his  record  of  seventy  operations,  under 
general  anesthetic.     This  calls  to  mind  another  duty  of  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration,  which  is  to  assure  the  public  a  safe  supply  of  anesthetics. 

"In  order  to  get  a  few  facts  about  anesthetics,"  says  our  reporter, 
"I  called  on  the  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  Doctor 
Dunbar.     Now  I  don't  know  whether  he's  ever  had  an  operation  or  not,  but 
Doctor  Dunbar  certainly  feels  strongly  on  the  subject  of  anesthetics.  'Of 
course, '  he  told  me,   ' all  drags  should  be  pure ,  but  if  there's  any  one  situ- 
ation a  human  being  encounters  when  he's  entitled  to  the  best  drugs  known  — 
to  the  purest  anesthetics  that  skilled  manufacturers  and  chemical  processes 
can  devise  —  that  situation  arises  when  he  or  a  member  of  his  family  under- 
goes an  operation. 

'"'The  Federal  Food  and  Drugs  Act  sets  up  as  a  standard  of  authority, 
for  drugs,   chemicals,  and  medicinal  preparations,  a  volume  known  as  the 
Pharmacopeia  ( Far-ma- co-pee-a)  of  the  United  States,1"  explained  Doctor 
Dunbar.     "'A  pharmacopeia,  as  you  know,  is  a  book  containing  a  selected 
list  of  drugs,   chemicals,  and  medicinal  preparations,  with  descriptions 
of  each,  tests  for  their  identity,  purity,  and  strength,  and  formulas  for 
making  the  preparations.     The  Unit ed  Stat es  Pharmacopeia,  usually  referred 
to  as  the  U. S. P. ,  was  first  published  in  1820.     It  is  issued  every  ten  years, 
after  a  revision  by  a  committee  elected  by  a  national  convention  composed 
chiefly  of  physicians,  pharmacologists,   chemists,  and  pharmacists.  Although 
this  volume  is  issued  regularly  every  ten  years,   standards  for  individual 
products  are  revised  between  times,  whenever  necessary. 

"'Take  vitamin  preparations,  for-.example.     They  may  have  to  undergo 
several  revisions  during  a  ten-year  period,  as  new  knowledge  accumulates  and 
new  methods  of  testing  are  devised. ' 

"'But  to  get  back  to  anesthetics ,  '  "  (still  quoting  Doctor  Dunbar), 
'"last  year  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  continued  its  usual  extensive 
sampling  of  anesthetic  ether.    At  frequent  intervals,  Food  and  Drug  officials 
collected  samples  of  anesthetic  ether  from  the  three  manufacturers  in  the 
United  States  who  are  now  the  sole  producers  of  this  product.     During  the 
year,  officials  analyzed  215  samples,  including  more  than  2,000  individual 
containers  from  195  different  shipments.     Inspectors  found  2h  containers 
in  which  the  ether  failed  to  meet  the  tests  established  by  the  United  States 
Pharmacopeia.     One  manufacturer  was  responsible  for  23  of  these  2h  cans  of 
sub-standard  ether.     The  shipments  involved  were  seized. '  " 

And  so  concludes  today's  report  from  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Admin- 
istration, one  of  whose  important  duties  is  to  assure  the  public  a  safe  supply 
of  anesthetics. 

"A  comforting  thought,"  comments  our  official  reporter,  "whether 
you're  contemplating  one  operation,  or  whether,  as  in  the  case  of  the  plucky 
little  boy  in  Ohio,  operations  are  an  old  story  to  you." 
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